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Star 

Behold, I do a new thing. Now it springs forth (Isaiah 43:19). 
 
Happy New Year 
     As I write this, 2020 is coming to an end. A refrain that I keep hearing over and over as the New Year approaches is, 
‘Good Riddance to 2020!”, or something like that. It has been an interesting year, but we can look back on 2020 and give 
thanks for so much.  
     I know that’s not easy. There has been a lot of loss. We have lost opportunities to meet in person, for women’s  
circles, classes, mission projects, worship, and much more. We have had to find new ways to do mission when the way 
we have always done it doesn’t seem to work.   
     We can give thanks for all the ways that you all have ensured that ministry in Christ’s name continues through  
Bethlehem. You have kept in contact with each other. You have held virtual women’s circles and Bible studies. You 
have participated in online studies. You have continued feeding our community of faith and the community around us. 
You have continued to make a joyful noise in lifting our prayer and praise to God in worship. You have continued to 
give your time, talents, and treasure in support of God’s mission. Thank you! AND, thank you to 2020, for showing us 
that, with God’s help, we can meet the challenges we face! 
 
Hope Is Born 
     If you heard my Christmas Eve sermon you heard the refrain, Hope Is Born.  
     The New Year is a time for us to be hopeful. We know that God is always making a way to do a new thing (Isaiah 
43:19). Our hope has been born, lying in a manger. He is Immanuel. God is with us. 
     But why, why would God do all of this for us? Be willing to hallow the world by coming to us to take on our  
humanity? If we look a few verses earlier in Isaiah 43 (Verse 4), we see why. God says, “Because you are precious in my 
sight, and honored, and I love you.” This was a declaration made to our ancestors, and now it belongs to us. 
     Hope is born. 
 
Growing Young 
     In God’s promises we see a brighter future, and God has given us the courage to make the changes that are necessary 
as we move toward that future. There are multiple paths for us to take, and we will surely be taking more than one, but 
one of them is the book, Growing Young. You have heard about this if you have been paying attention to sermons and 
the newsletter, and you are going to keep hearing about it in 2021. Undergirding this work is something called the Life of 
Faith Initiative. You will be hearing more about this as well, even though it doesn’t sound as catchy as, “Growing 
Young”. 
     What these both have in common is a deliberate focus on Jesus, because church is not about us (what we get out of it) 
but is about how God is gifting us to be a blessing to the world and our communities. And it all starts with being a Jesus-
centered community. So, in 2021, let’s focus on Jesus… on doing new things, in new ways, because of what God has 
done and is doing for us… in Jesus! 

Happy New Year. Hope Is Born! 
 

Pastor Matt 
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Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
God’s purpose for our church, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to share with all people God’s word, love and saving grace. 

We will pursue this purpose by: 

1. Being a Christ-centered, joyful community of baptized believers who gather regularly for worship, the Lord’s Supper, study and prayer. 

2. Inviting, accepting, and supporting all people as we build attentive, respectful relationships. 

3. Taking action and risks with bold faith, acknowledging our imperfection, while trusting in Christ. 

4. Actively engaging in community outreach near and far. 

5. Being faithful stewards of our time, talents, possessions and all of God’s creation. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Adopted January 29, 2017 

Worship in January 

 
Worship Schedule 

   9:30 -  Live Streaming  
            Worship Service 
             On Facebook 
            BELC Worship Group 
 

 

Resources to Nurture Faith and Spirituality 
 

     In our June/July newsletter we included a short list of resources you can use to strengthen 
your faith and spirituality, to deepen your relationship with God, especially in this time of 
crisis.  
 

• Lutheran Hour Ministries https://www.lhm.org/covid-19/ Daily Devotions, Learning  
      Resources, and even kid’s activities. 
• Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/.  
• Centering Prayer App from https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/ available on Google 

Play and the App Store. 
 

     As you explore these resources, or engage in your own time of pray, ask yourself, “What 
is God inviting me to do in this time? What is God inviting Bethlehem to do?”  My deepest 
prayer for all of you is that you will continually find ways to abide in God’s love (John 
15:9). 
 

Virtual Worship 
     As a community we are continuing to worship at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
belcworship/. The service is also uploaded to our YouTube channel each week. 
 

Our Website 
     There is a button on the Home page for prayer requests and there is so much other  
information on our website. It is a great resource to keep you connected to the community of 
faith. I also encourage you to text “belcprayer” to 81010 to join our Prayer Corner 2.0. 
 

 
God’s Peace and Love,  
 
            Pastor Matt 

Assisting Ministers  
 

January   3 - Nancy Holderread 
January 10 - Susan Mahoney 
January 24 - Don Telles 
January 31 - Crystal Collins 

 
 

Children’s Sermons 
 
 

January   3 - Liisa Whitman 
January 10 - need someone 
January 24 - need someone 
January 31 - Liisa Whitman 

https://www.lhm.org/covid-19/
https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/belcworship/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/belcworship/
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Stewardship 

 Sharing the blessings we receive 
from the Lord will surely give us joy! 

 Make a gift to the 
Bethlehem Evangelical 

 Lutheran Church  
Endowment Fund 

 I would like to bring you a message of hope, joy and 
peace. I am not going to talk about the obvious subject that 
has overtaken our very existence for far too long and at 
times paralyzed us from functioning as individuals and as a 
church. We have kept you informed in letters, newsletter 
articles and announcements and we will continue to do so 
as needed. 
 

What I want to talk to you about is what Bethlehem is and 
what I pray it will continue to be. Of the greatest frustra-
tions during the past few months is that we have been kept 
apart. We have not been able to meet in-person for  
worship, fellowship, board and committee work, Council 
meetings, Mutual Ministry meetings, Bible studies, 
BELCW meetings, circles, Altar Guild, regular Food Bank 
shifts, ELF meetings, Sunday School, choir practice,  
Contemporary Music practice, Bell Choir practice, solo 
practice, Luther League, TNT, quilting, FAB, Book Club, 
the Women’s ELCA Triennial trip, BELCW Retreat, 
church staff meetings, Ash Wednesday, Lenten potlucks, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Palm Sunday, Easter  
Sunday, Faith Family Fun Day, the Annual Rummage Sale, 
and funerals and memorials for members of Bethlehem we 
have lost. I know I have missed some things and I am sure 
someone will be quick to bring it to my attention and that’s 
fine. The point is to think about how long the list I just read 
off is. Do we realize just how much we do at Bethlehem, 
how many people are involved and benefitted by our 
works, and how truly significant it all is? God has called all 
of us to serve Him and Bethlehem and we must continue to 
find a way to do all the things that we do. I realize that 
boards, committees and other groups don’t think there is 
anything they can do because they cannot meet in-person in 
the church. But it doesn’t mean that we just throw our 
hands up and say, “oh well”. Maybe we need to rethink 
what our normal actions and responsibilities should be in 
order to continue the work that God would have us do. 
Times are different so we need to think outside of the box 
and figure out what we should do to continue to be what we 
have always been, as well as what we can be. Tradition is 
important because it is the foundation that got us here. Our 
faith, strength and perseverance through this time will tell 
us who we are now, and the combination of all those things 
will tell us who we are going to be in the future. Change is 
hard and we are experiencing the most challenging time in 
the history of this church in my opinion. If we are to have a 
bright future, it will require open minds, willingness to try 
new things, listening to others, willingness to serve, and 
truly find out what we can become together.  
 

I think it is fair to say that Bethlehem may not look the 
same when we resume in-person worship and activities 
whenever that may be. That is not something that should 
frighten us or be a negative, but an opportunity to be  

stronger together as a church than we were before. There 
is an incredible amount of frustration out there and it 
affects relationships, communication, direction, and  
creates issues that are not even real. There are no  
individual agendas; just the work and mission of  
Bethlehem and it is up to each, and every one of us to 
pull together as one in the same direction. I have said 
many times that if we listen to what God is telling us, 
we will follow His path and not our own, which usually 
leads us astray.  
 

My hope is that we take the emptiness and frustration of 
this time apart as a guiding light to the hope of a better 
day. That we don’t ever forget how we feel right now 
and do everything we can to be better to each other and 
everyone that we serve in mission. In this time of  
divisiveness, untruth’s, the unacceptance of reality, and 
self-preservation, we need to keep our ears open to the 
Good News that God is with us and will never lead us 
down the wrong path. Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church has an amazing legacy of serving others,  
supporting each other, being good stewards of all that 
we have been given, and the amazing pastoral leadership 
we have been blessed with now, and in the past. We are 
truly blessed and we need to recognize that, give our 
thanks, and continue to do everything we can do to  
continue the good works that this church is based on. 
 

Romans 5.1-5 tells us: 
Now that we have been put right with God 
through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He has brought us by faith into 
this experience of God’s grace, in which we now live. 
And so, we boast of the hope we have of sharing 
God’s glory! We also boast of our troubles, because 
we know that trouble produces endurance, endurance 
brings God’s approval, and his approval creates 
hope. This hope does not disappoint us, for God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by means of the 
Holy Spirit, who is God’s gift to us. 
 

Let us be mindful that; 

in the midst of what we think might be  
despair and hopelessness,  

God, gives us a hope, that will give us 
strength and assurance. 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS and with your cards and visits: 
Shelby Waters in The Willows at Okemos 
John Nelson in Grandhaven Living Center-Senior Care in Lansing 
 

Those at home: Mary Ann Allen, Virginia Bauman, Mary Brenke 
Marv Cole, Crystal Collins, Ruth Ferguson, Doug Griffin, Jim Hicks  
Rhoda Hunter, Ellie Ibarra, Kurt Kollmeyer, Marilyn Kostrzewski 
Michael Mahoney, Linda McClellan, John Nelson, Yvonne Nelson 
Tharin Palmer, John Ransom, Gloria Robbins, Bob Robbins 
Carol Roush, Audrey Skidmore, Don Spencley, Cheryl VanPatten 
Dorothy Weber, Ron Wescott, Matthew White 
 

If you know of a member you would like us to include on this list or remove 
from this list, please call the church office. 
 

SEMINARY STUDENT Jason Mills, from BELC, is studying at Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

MISSION PARTNERS Pray for the people and ministry at Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. Pray for the Baker Neighborhood Partners and 
Officer Jake Kocan, LPD Community Police Officer and other first responders. 

Prayer Corner  
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Chris Browne – U.S. Air Force           
Darian Doan – U.S. Army 
Andrew Devine – U.S. Nat’l  Guard           
Carson Kosloski – U.S. Marines       
Joshua Kosloski – U.S. Army         
Rusty Landry – U.S. Air Nat’l  Guard            

Christopher Morgan – U.S. Marines 
Ben Painter – U.S. Air Force        
Ryan Schiffner – U.S. Air Force 
Jake Sonnenberg – U.S. Army           
Eric Wheeler – U.S. Army 

PRAY for those who are on active duty in the United States Military Services: 

Please Note: Hospitals do not notify churches when a member has been hospitalized; even if 
you inform them at registration of your church membership. If you would like a visit from the 
pastor, please call the church office at 482-3225 or call Pastor Matt directly at 881-9890. 

 

Altar Flowers for 2021 
 

Thank you to all who have sponsored Altar Flowers  
for Bethlehem's Sunday Worship Services.   

 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted in the lobby.  
 

For those wanting to sponsor Altar Flowers for a special occasion,  please contact the church office  
(call or e-mail) and ask Tracy to assign your name to the selected Sunday. Let her know how you would 

like your sponsorship noted in the bulletin.  
 

All checks should be made payable to Kris Burow and sent to her home address. 
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Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

     All women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church are members 
of the Women of the ELCA and are invited and encouraged 
to participate in all activities listed in the newsletters, 
bulletins, flyers or on the bulletin boards. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM YOUR BELCW BOARD 

 
Greetings to all of you and we hope your Christmas was wonderful. We have a full slate of officers and board 
members. This year, at least in the beginning, we will continue to hold our Board Meetings via Zoom and also 
our Bible Studies. We will hold the Bible Studies for all women on the third Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. If anyone is interested in being a Bible Study Leader please contact your Circle chair. All women are  
encouraged to participate. As soon as it is safe to be in small groups at church we will divide into our Circles 
for Bible Study. Please continue to send in your offerings to Carole Kienke at 13625 Pearwood, Dewitt 48820.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

The Board is pleased to report our collected Thankofferings were $664.91. Great job  
ladies and how encouraging that we found so much to be thankful for in 2020. Carole  
Kienke has sent this money to our national WELCA organization to be used for the  
ongoing ministries which include the many online and printed communications  
channels (including the website), our justice and advocacy work, training and  
development for elected leaders throughout the women’s organization, their constant  
work in support of congregational and synodical women’s organizations, the  
administration of grants and scholarship programs, all that goes into the triennial  
convention (the business meeting, that is), and so much more. It is now a new year  
and time to start counting and collecting our blessings again. 
 

Laura Halbakken and Joanna Alvera assembled and mailed 20 decorative Cheer boxes to our shut ins.  
Thank you to all who donated. 
 

We had approximately $300 dollars that will be donated to Pastor Matt's discretionary fund. Because of your 
generosity and the fact we were not able to have any of our General Meetings or other activities we had money 
to donate. 
 

Please stay healthy and safe and we will continue to work together to serve our Lord. 

2021 BELCW OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President – Tosha Brisbo 
Vice President – Michelle Smith 
Treasurer – Carole Kienke 
Secretary – Sandy Westover 
Mission Growth – Candy Barnes 
Mission Action – Connie Meeker 
Publicity - Peggy Teter 
 

Circle Chairs: 
Harmony – Laura Halbakken 
Friendship – Cindy Marsh 
Rainbow – Susan Mahoney 
 

INSTALLATION OF  BELCW OFFICERS & BOARD 
MEMBERS WILL BE ON SUNDAY JANUARY 10, 2021 
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“When we share something, WE take for granted, with someone for 
whom it makes a big difference, both the giver and receiver know that 

they are favored by God and that God is with them” 
       Bishop Craig Satterlee, From his December 20 sermon 

 

Saturday, Jim, Hunter and I had the honor of passing out much needed food baskets to 52 families. An  
estimated 200 men, women and children will be fed for multiple days solely due to your generosity. Meijer 
covered hundreds of dollars of our meat costs which made it possible for each family to receive either a large 
turkey or a large ham. Additionally, Don Telles and the food pantry also contributed to this effort greatly. Ben 
Darling once again drove hither and yon delivering a half dozen baskets with Christmas cheer to those unable 
to reach us. Some families even chose to purchase additional needed items and Amy Romain, on behalf of  
Congregational Care, made sure that each basket contained a Christmas card letting the receivers know the 
message of the season and that the baskets were from you, the members. 
 

The Bishop nailed it when he spoke the above sentence in his message. We who are so blessed shared with 
those for whom it makes a tremendous difference. Not just a difference but a huge difference. At this time of 
blessing in our church year with the arrival of hope, love and peace in our Savior, we as a church family made 
a little difference in the world as a whole but an impactful difference to our neighbors. So for at least a few 
days, some of them may feel the blessings of Christmas through this outreach effort.  
 

I know many of the recipients did feel God’s favor, simply through your act of giving. And I’m hoping as this 

message finds you, you feel favored by God by your simple act of sharing what you have.  
 

This card was given to us as one family picked up their basket. I think it says it all more than I ever could. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
I don’t know if you can tell from these pictures, but your gener-

osity allowed us to buy a mountain of food. I felt a responsibility 

to make every dollar go as far as possible. We can no longer  

operate this program as it was originally structured due to 

COVID-19, receiving 30%+ of our food from your direct pur-

chases. But thanks to corporations making it easier to buy items 

in bulk, we are developing a new protocol of procuring food 

items and having them delivered or picked up by the carload, 

reducing considerably the amount of contact. So much of this 

process is now done on the computer and phone. Going forward, 

I will be writing about ways members in the congregation can 

safely participate in this process because many of you have re-

quested to help. So back to the Bishop, God was truly with us all 

through this process. My family is grateful to have been in the 

front row of this Christmas miracle. In Hunter’s words, “It’s  

always humbling.” 
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January Birthday’s 
 

Mary Bartel Jan.   2 
Dorothy Weber Jan.   2 
Elsie Leisure Jan.   4 
Deborah Gentilozzi Jan. 10 
Jerry Wright Jan. 10 
Kurt Kollmeyer Jan. 12 
Audrey Olson Jan. 12 
Lois Cairns Jan. 15 
Brian Pickford Jan. 15 
Karen Nault Jan. 16 
Gloria Robbins Jan. 19 
Marian Wilford Jan. 22 
Ann Gieinapp Jan. 23 
Dick Rollis Jan. 23 
Laurey Wyble Jan. 24 
Kaye Alden Jan. 25 
Roxann Mills Jan. 26 
Daniel Smith Jan. 29 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 
 
 
Each year our birthday list of 
members 62 and over is 
updated from the church 
records. If for some reason 
you do not wish to have your 
name appear in the newsletter 
or if you see someone we 
have missed, please call the 
church office. 

Here, you will find a list of the scripture readings that are part of the Daily Lectionary 
which move us from one Sunday to the next. You can also find these readings on our 
“Taking Faith Home” sheets we distribute after worship. They are also posted daily on our 
Facebook page. We encourage you to read your Bible every day as you live out your life of 
discipleship.                                     
                                                                                                         <>< Pastor Matt 

January 2021 
 

01   Psalm 8 

02    Psalm 148 

03   John 1:1-18 

04    Jeremiah 31:7-14 

05   Ephesians 1:3-14 

06   Matthew 2:1-12 

 07   Colossians 1:15-23 

08   Genesis 1:1-4 

09    Psalm 147:12-20 

10    Mark 1:4-11 

11    Genesis 1:1-5 

12    Acts 19:1-7 

13    Mark 15:33-39 

14     Ephesians 4:1-6 

15    Galatians 3:19-29 

16   Psalm 29 

17   John 1:43-51 

18   1 Samuel 3:1-20 

19   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

20  Psalm 40:1-11 

21   Romans 8:26-30 

22  2 Thess. 2:13-17 

23    Psalm 139:1-18 

24  Mark 1:14-20 

25   Jonah 3:1-10 

26   1 Corinthians 7:29-35 

27   Philippians 4:4-7 

28   Isaiah 40:26-31 

29 Joshua 1:1-9 

30 Psalm 62:5-12 

31   Mark 1:21-28 
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Family Growth Holiday Workshop 

Drawing give away 

And staying safe! 

Goodies!! 

Thank you for your 

Generosity!!  
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To: Jim & Liisa Whitman  
 

Thank you so much for the absolutely delicious 
meat dinner. The apple pie was a real treat. We  
appreciate all of you who are keeping Bethlehem 
going. 
 

Sincerely, 
Virginia & Larry Bauman  

To Bethlehem Church Women, 
 

I want to thank you for the box of goodies. It  
surprised me to receive it, as I think of the gifts for 
older people, however, I am 83 and I guess that’s 
old. So, thank you! My husband loves the  
chocolates. He’s 85 now. 
 

Thank you, 
Virginia & Larry Bauman 

Greetings to our friends at Bethlehem Lutheran, 
 

Thank you for your partnership with Pine Ridge 
for the Job Corps. Your support will enable us to 
continue the good work that is happening here. 
With the lack of tourists this year many people are 
looking for work. Our people continue to work 
hard. We have had the birth of two babies to 
members of the Job Corps. 
 

We have built upon some partnerships and are 
working closely with other ministries. We are 
working with support groups to address the  
mental health issues and the trauma that causes 
suicide. Recently the tribe declared the issue a 
state of emergency around suicide, particularly 
young people. Working with Ruby, we can  
provide hot meals regularly from our property. 
We are helping the homeless community through 
our partnership, which brings a trailer for private 
hot showers for the homeless community. 
 

We are working with our Kid’s Time families 
bringing activities and snacks weekly, and have 
provided over 240 meals twice a month to the 
Kid’s Time families. The Job Corps has some  
excellent cooks. The Job Corps is working hard to 
handle our threshold ministries such as  
sandwiches, blankets, hygiene kits, and  
maintaining the property under the center’s  
control of the center. They are preparing the  
Presbyterian Manse for Rev. Asa Wilson, our 
partner in our church’s worshiping community. 
Our online Art show was a success, and we look 
forward to supporting the artist community again 
in December. 
 

Lindsay is preparing to lead an online J-term for 
the seminary students. We are working on a mini 
online version of an immersion that we hope to 
offer to churches that cannot come to Pine Ridge.  
We are also looking at virtual book studies. 
 

I look forward to building our relationship. If you 
can think of anything we can do to help, please let 
us know. I am open to a ZOOM discussion to  
provide an overview of the ministry. 
 

Again, thank you so much for support of the  
people of Pine Ridge. 
 

Rev. Dan Johnson, Director/Pastor 
Lutheran/Lakhota Shared Ministries 
Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center 
South Dakota Synod, ELCA 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
 

Thank you for all the help you give to the  
community! 
 

Your neighbor, 
Irene Martinez 

Thank you to all the musicians and vocalists who 
enriched our worship services during December! 

A big thank you to our “Chef” Jim Whitman and his 
helpers Liisa Whitman, Pastor Matt & Michele. 
They served 59 dinners during our Senior Dinner 
“Drive Through!” 
 

A big thank you to Liisa, Jim, and Hunter Whitman 
for doing the Christmas food baskets. We served 52 
families!! 
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO  
DONATED, HELPING TO CREATE THE  

CHRISTMAS MAGIC!!! 
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