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Israel, are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off. Isaiah 41:9 
 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! Romans 11:1 
 

     Taking the last verse first, has God rejected us? Living through this time in our world has certainly felt at times, for 
all of us. But there IS light at the end of the tunnel. The light keeps moving, a little to the left or right, and sometimes a 
bit further away, but it is there, and it is within reach. Rather than rejecting us, God has given us the scientists and doc-
tors to begin to help us return to some bits of normalcy. God has not cast us off! 
 

Returning to In-Person Worship 
     I know that many of you are wondering when we will be able to worship in church again. We will begin with Out-
door Worship in our parking lot starting Sunday, May 2, at 10:30 AM. Like our outdoor services in the fall, this will be 
a live version of what gets produced for our Facebook and YouTube pages. The biggest difference is that, as a gathered 
community, we will celebrate and share Holy Communion.  
     What will be different from the fall is that we will not have the large tent. People seemed to prefer to sit in the sun-
shine rather than under the tent, so we decided to forgo that expense. The altar and speakers will be set up under the awn-
ing of the church in front of the doors. You are encouraged to bring your own chairs and even your own shelter from the 
sun. You can also stay right in your vehicle and listen on our FM transmitter (102.3). And restrooms in the church will 
be available if you need them. 
     If it is raining, we will not be able to meet. We will notify you all by email and a few phone calls to let you know if 
Outdoor Worship is cancelled. 
     But, when can we have church inside again? We are targeting Sunday, May 23, for our first Sunday for  
Indoor Worship. We will be ready on that date, but Congregation Council may decide to hold off a few more weeks. 
Being ready means, among other things, having screens in our windows, fans blowing outward, and having tape on the 
floor directing traffic. People will enter the sanctuary from the rear (narthex) and exit from the front left side to decrease 
any crossover. Services will be limited to 50 people. We will have at least two services each Sunday, and folks will have 
to call in to the church by Wednesday of each week to make  
reservations for the service they are planning to attend. 
     The boards of Worship Life and Buildings and Grounds will be working out these and many other details. This will 
require patience on all our parts. Masks will still have to be worn inside (even for those who are  
vaccinated), we still will not be able to sing as a congregation, and we will have to maintain six feet of  
separation. We will post on Facebook and our website and send out an email to let you know when it is a go AND when 
you can start calling in for reservations. It will take us a few Sundays to get back in to the swing of things, but there will 
be plenty of Ushers on hand each week to guide you. 
 

“You Are My Servant” 
     Taking the first verse last… We have not been cast off, and we are God’s servants. Living as God’s servants we want 
to give all our gifts (time, talents, AND treasure) to support the work of the Kingdom. Last year our Congregation Coun-
cil decided to continue the elected offices for everyone willing to serve. This year we will have a Congregational Meet-
ing on Sunday, June 6. We are asking ALL our members to prayerfully consider how they might serve on our various 
boards or as an officer. There is more information on this in Jim Whitman’s article starting on page 3.  
     The meeting will be a combination of Zoom and In-person. We will have two groups at church, one in the upper so-
cial hall and one in the lower social hall, and then we will have folks on Zoom who are not comfortable enough to be 
physically present.  
 
                                                                                      Pastor Matt 

 
Steadfast God, whatever we do, wherever we are, it is your hand that leads us. You remain faithful to us and 

love us. We follow, grateful for your guidance. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Statement of Purpose and Guiding Principles for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
God’s purpose for our church, as disciples of Jesus Christ, is to share with all people God’s word, love and saving grace. 

We will pursue this purpose by: 

1. Being a Christ-centered, joyful community of baptized believers who gather regularly for worship, the Lord’s Supper, study and prayer. 

2. Inviting, accepting, and supporting all people as we build attentive, respectful relationships. 

3. Taking action and risks with bold faith, acknowledging our imperfection, while trusting in Christ. 

4. Actively engaging in community outreach near and far. 

5. Being faithful stewards of our time, talents, possessions and all of God’s creation. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               Adopted January 29, 2017 

Worship in May 

 
Worship Schedule 

   9:30 -  Live Streaming  
            Worship Service 
             On Facebook 
            BELC Worship Group 
10:30 - Outdoor Worship in the 
             Parking lot. 

 

Resources to Nurture Faith and Spirituality 
 

     In our June/July newsletter we included a short list of resources you can use to strengthen 
your faith and spirituality, to deepen your relationship with God, especially in this time of 
crisis.  
 

• Lutheran Hour Ministries https://www.lhm.org/covid-19/ Daily Devotions, Learning  
      Resources, and even kid’s activities. 
• Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/.  
• Centering Prayer App from https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/ available on Google 

Play and the App Store. 
 

     As you explore these resources, or engage in your own time of pray, ask yourself, “What 
is God inviting me to do in this time? What is God inviting Bethlehem to do?”  My deepest 
prayer for all of you is that you will continually find ways to abide in God’s love (John 
15:9). 
 

Virtual Worship 
     As a community we are continuing to worship at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
belcworship/. The service is also uploaded to our YouTube channel each week. 
 

Our Website 
     There is a button on the Home page for prayer requests and there is so much other  
information on our website. It is a great resource to keep you connected to the community of 
faith. I also encourage you to text “belcprayer” to 81010 to join our Prayer Corner 2.0. 
 

 
God’s Peace and Love,  
 
            Pastor Matt 

Assisting Ministers 
 

May   2 - Bob Meeker 
May   9 - Don Telles 
May 16 - Susan Mahoney 
May 23 - Nancy Holderread 
May 30 - Crystal Collins 

Children’s Sermons 
 

May   2 - Pastor Matt Smith 
May   9 - need someone 
May 16 - Pastor John Burow 
May 23 - Liisa Whitman 
May 30 - need someone 

https://www.lhm.org/covid-19/
https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/belcworship/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/belcworship/
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“Stewardship” 
 Sharing the blessings we receive 

from the Lord will surely give us joy! 

 Make a gift to the 
Bethlehem Evangelical 

 Lutheran Church  
Endowment Fund 

                       Serving Bethlehem and Others 
 

What does the Bible say about service? Jesus tells us time and time again how important it is to serve others as 
part of leading a Christian life. A genuine commitment to others is ultimately a commitment to Christ. It will 
make a difference in the choices we make and even the vocation that we are called to. We should give our 
time and talents (we all have hidden talents we are not even aware of until we are asked to help). Why is  
service to others and the church so important? We know that it helps others, but how does it help us? How will 
serving others make a difference in our life? If these are questions we are asking ourself, we are missing the 
point. And if these are the questions that keeps us from serving others and the church, then we should not 
serve because it is for ourselves.  
 

The following are some of the reasons that we serve in our church: 
To grow in our relationship with Christ. 
It helps us discover our purpose and feel fulfilled. 
To use our skills and talents for the Kingdom. 
Out of obedience to Jesus. 
To follow Jesus’ example. 
To join the mission of the church. 
Our vision is compelling. 
To find community in relationship with others. 
There is joy in loving people and giving back. 
Serving can be fun. 

 

We could address each of the above points in depth, but I think it would be a better exercise for each of us to 
think about each one and find our own answer. 
 

The following scripture passages are other ways for us to consider why we should and do serve others and the 
church: 
• Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in 

its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 
• “I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this that you must support the weak. And remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. 
• “Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 

darkness around you will be as bright as noon.” Isaiah 58:10 
• “Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us? Then I said, 

“Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8 
 

The reason for this message is to try to bring us back to some level of normalcy. We have all been through a 
great deal over the past year and positions of leadership and service to Bethlehem have been kept in place. 
Church Council made the decision last year to keep those that were currently in service in their positions  
because we were not able to conduct the Annual Congregational Meeting and elections. It was the right  
decision and we have executed the business of the church in an efficient and thoughtful manner. We have a 
significant number of potential vacancies for Officers and board members that need to be addressed and this is 
an appeal for all members to consider how they can serve.  
 
 

(continued on page 8) 



REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS and with your cards and visits: 
Shelby Waters in The Willows at Okemos 
John Nelson in Grandhaven Living Center-Senior Care in Lansing 
 

Those at home: Mary Ann Allen, Virginia Bauman, Mary Brenke 
Lois Cairns, Marv Cole, Crystal Collins, Ruth Ferguson 
Doug Griffin, Jim Hicks, Rhoda Hunter, Nancy Jackson 
Kurt Kollmeyer, Marilyn Kostrzewski, Michael Mahoney 
Linda McClellan, Yvonne Nelson, Tharin Palmer, John Ransom  
Bob Robbins, Sandy Rollis, Carol Roush, Audrey Skidmore 
Cheryl VanPatten, Dorothy Weber, Ron Wescott, Matthew White 
 

If you know of a member you would like us to include on this list or remove 
from this list, please call the church office. 
 

SEMINARY STUDENT Jason Mills, from BELC, is studying at Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

MISSION PARTNERS Pray for the people and ministry at Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. Pray for the Baker Neighborhood Partners and 
Officer Jake Kocan, LPD Community Police Officer and other first responders. 

Prayer Corner  
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Pastoral Acts: 
Baptism: 
William Antonio Hammer      4/25/2021 

 

Funeral & Memorial: 
Don Spencley                         4/27/2021 
Barbara  Pickott                   4/30-2021 

Chris Browne – U.S. Air Force           
Darian Doan – U.S. Army 
Andrew Devine – U.S. Nat’l  Guard           
Carson Kosloski – U.S. Marines       
Joshua Kosloski – U.S. Army         
Rusty Landry – U.S. Air Nat’l  Guard            

Christopher Morgan – U.S. Marines 
Ben Painter – U.S. Air Force        
Ryan Schiffner – U.S. Air Force 
Jake Sonnenberg – U.S. Army           
Eric Wheeler – U.S. Army 

PRAY for those who are on active duty in the United States Military Services: 

Please Note: Hospitals do not notify churches when a member has been hospitalized; even if 
you inform them at registration of your church membership. If you would like a visit from the 
pastor, please call the church office at 482-3225 or call Pastor Matt directly at 881-9890. 

 

The Geraniums (10-inch pots) will be ordered from Christians Greenhouse  

and will be $15 each. Please email or text Kris Burow by May 15th  

if you would like to order geraniums.  

email: 2bakrisjohn@gmail.com  

 mail:  13155 Starwood Lane, Dewitt, MI 48820 

  Checks should be made out to Kris Burow  

and payment will need to arrive by May 18th.   
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Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

     All women of Bethlehem Lutheran Church are members 
of the Women of the ELCA and are invited and encouraged 
to participate in all activities listed in the newsletters, 
bulletins, flyers or on the bulletin boards. 

THANKOFFERINGS 
 
The idea of collecting donations in small offering boxes goes back to the very 

early 1800s, when women formed “mite” or “cent” societies to raise money. 

Mite boxes were given out as fundraising tools to collect pennies for the  

support of church projects and foreign missionaries.  

 

Today the tradition continues, presently the money is used to support the total 

outreach of Women of the ELCA. 

NEWS FROM YOUR BELCW BOARD 
 
The board met on April 5 via Zoom. Laura Halbakken reported that the dates April 22-24, 2022 will be  

reserved for the Women's Retreat at Beechpoint Christian Camp. The Board is optimistic we will be able to 

resume our activities fully in 2022. A resolution was made and approved, that the BELCW Board supports any 

small women's group that want to request to come back into the building for their meetings. This request 

should be made to Jim Whitman and Susan Mahoney, they will present it to Council, or the appropriate board.  

Big thank you to Candy Barnes & Dorothy Martin for leading our April Bible study.   
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Thank you! 
 
Thanks for a well done and inspiring 
Good Friday Tenebrae service. Very  
solemn and very inspiring! Thanks also 
for a beautiful and joyous Easter  
celebration. Thanks to Travis, Chloe, the 
Handbell ringers, the Senior Choir  
members, James, the Praise Team, Susan, 
and Pastor Matt for helping us with a  
celebration of the resurrection of our 
Lord! Alleluia!! Christ is risen. He is risen 
indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Jim & Joni Schalkhauser 

Dear friends, 
 
Thank you to all who sent cards or other  
expressions of sympathy on the passing of my 
brother. It is comforting to know others are 
sharing my loss and praying for peace in my 
life. 
 
Lois Cairns 

God’s richest blessings to Pastor Jim and Joni Schalkhauser  
as they move to Massachusetts this summer 

 
Following BELC’s church service on Sunday May 23, please greet Pastor Jim and Joni 
Schalkhauser with cards as they plan to move to Massachusetts to be with their daughter, Ruth 
and her husband Ken. Covid guidelines will be in pace and if the weather permits we can wish 
them God’s blessings outside in the church’s parking lot.  
 

We will miss them dearly as they have been  dedicated members of BELC for 50 years, 31 
years being Pastor for our congregation. 
 

God’s richest blessings be upon them as they embark on a new chapter in their lives. 
 

Please see our BELC Worship on Facebook for updated service times of worship or call the 
church office. 
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Here, you will find a list of the scripture readings that are part of the Daily Lectionary 
which move us from one Sunday to the next. You can also find these readings on our 
“Taking Faith Home” sheets we distribute after worship. They are also posted daily on our 
Facebook page. We encourage you to read your Bible every day as you live out your life 
of discipleship.                                     
                                                                                                         <>< Pastor Matt 

 

01    Psalm 23 

02     John 15:1-8 

03   Acts 8:26-40 

04    1 John 4:7-21 

05   Isaiah 41:8-10 

06   1 Peter 5:6-11 

07    Deut. 31:6-8 

08   Psalm 22:25-31 

09    John 15:9-17 

10    Acts 10:44-48 

11    1 John 5:1-6 

12    Romans 12:9-21 

13    Luke 24:44-53 

14    Leviticus 19:17-36 

15    Psalm 98 

16    John 17:6-19 

17   Acts 1:15-26 

18   1 John 5:9-13 

19   Acts 16:8-18 

20  1Chronicles 16:8-18 

21   Colossians 4:2-6 

22  Psalm 1 

23   John 15:26-16:15 

24  Acts 2:1-21 

25   Romans 8:22-27 

26   Ezekiel 27:1-14 

27   Joel 2:21-27 

28   Ephesians 4:7-13 

29 Psalm 10424-35 

30 John 3:1-17 

31 Isaiah 6:1-8 

 

Bob Meeker May   4 
Carolyn Kosloski May   5 
Ken Teter May   6 
Jean Chandler May   8 
Joyce Rothenberger May   8 
Connie Scott May 10 
Nancy Pickford May 12 
Keith Ferguson May 15 
Joanne Dyer May 17 
Linda Butts May 18 
Karen Cote’ May 18 
John Nelson May 25 
Don Telles May 25 
Sally Davison May 26 
James Gaus May 27 
Diane Miller May 27 

Julie Clark May 29 
Dorothy VanConant May 30 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Each year our birthday list of 
members 62 and over is 
updated from the church 
records. If for some reason 
you do not wish to have your 
name appear in the newsletter 
or if you see someone we 
have missed, please call the 
church office. 
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(continued from page 3) 
 
I am asking that you consider how you can serve and find an area that you have a passion for. The following 
are the vacancies for your consideration and the Officer or Chairperson to contact for more information about 
what is involved: 

President (Jim Whitman) 
Council (Susan Mahoney Chair) 
Board of Buildings and Grounds (Ben Darling Chair) 
Board of Congregational Care (Connie Scott Chair) 
Board of Congregational Life and Activities (Michelle Smith Chair) 
Board of Education (Sue Nelson Chair) 
Board of Outreach Ministries (Vacant Chair) 
Board of Stewardship and Finance (Don Telles Chair) 
Board of Worship Life (Bob Meeker Chair) 
Endowment Committee (Don Romain Interim Chair) 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church can not and does not run by itself. Pastor Matt has an unbelievable amount of re-
sponsibility and he cannot do it alone. Just because we have not been meeting for in-person worship with all 
the other normal activities does not mean that Pastor Matt has less to do. It is completely the opposite. He 
spends an inordinate amount of time producing the live-stream worship service that we view each Sunday 
morning in addition to countless Zoom meetings and trying to stay in contact with the overall membership. I 
can tell you that the amount of time Pastor Matt and I spend in communication in my position as President is 
significant and is crucial to his ability to do all that is required of him.  
 

The Reading from today’s (4/25/21) live-stream service struck me in a way that I hope you all can appreciate: 
 

 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has 
no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth. 
 
19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our 
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we 
ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s com-
mands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he 
gave us. 1 John 3:16-24 
 

It is very simple and profound at the same time. We all have the same ability to help and serve people and our 
church. This is a simple request to serve Bethlehem while understanding that it is asking of your time and your 
heart to help fill positions of need in leadership and boards. The work of Bethlehem will continue no matter 
what our decisions may be. The need is real and my hope is that you will prayerfully consider serving the 
place that has given us all so much in our life. We do many good works within and outside of the four walls of 
this place. You can be a part of those works. 
Thank you for all that you do for Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church and look inside yourself to see 
where you might be able to serve. 
 

In Peace, 
Jim Whitman 
Congregation President 
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THE BOARD OF OUTREACH 

 
The Outreach Board would like to thank you for donating to this year’s Easter Food Baskets. We had  
34 families come to the church to pick up their baskets. Six more were delivered to shut-ins by Ben Darling 
and Pastor John. All recipients were very grateful indeed.  
 

With the ability to order nearly everything online, the purchasing process has become faster than ever. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who took time to go to various local stores to pick up pre-purchased orders and  
deliver them to the church. This way more members could participate in a small way by transferring the 
food. In fact, we had more volunteers than orders to pick up, so hopefully next time, those that didn’t get a 
chance will be able to do food pick up. 
 

I know this process has drastically changed from our old way where so many brought food to the church to 
help fill up the baskets. That old way allowed everyone the chance to personally participate and make a  
difference in the receiving families lives. But I don’t know if we will ever be able to go back to that old  
process, at least not in the foreseeable future. The Board’s hope is that as the community gets vaccinated and 
the numbers continue to drop, slowly more members will be able to again take part in the steps to create food 
baskets for families in need. Your continued support for this outreach program through the pandemic has 
been wonderful and the remaining Outreach Board members thank you for continuing to think of and  
support others in our community with your financial donations.  
 

If you would like to have input in this process going forward or you’d like to be able to serve others more 
personally, please consider filling a vacant position on the Outreach Board. The Board meets once a month 
(currently through Zoom) for less than an hour. At this time the main outreach focus is providing food  
baskets for Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. Due to the current safety restrictions, that leaves four 
months of idleness through the summer. So, if you like (or are able) to grocery shop online; to decide what 
food we give out; or if you just want to see the gratitude on people’s faces when they receive their basket. 
Please contact me or the church office to let us know you would like to become a part of Outreach happening 
at Bethlehem. 
 
Liisa Whitman 
On behalf of the Board of Outreach 
Liisawhitman@gmail.com 

Otto and Ellie greeting each car while Hunter, Jim and Liisa loaded the 

food into vehicles.  

mailto:Liisawhitman@gmail.com
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